MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE BORDER, MIDLAND AND WESTERN REGIONAL ASSEMBLY HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, THE COURTHOUSE, ROSCOMMON ON WEDNESDAY 27TH SEPTEMBER, 2000   

AT 11A.M.

MEMBERS : 
A. Boylan
G. Carville
P.J. Coghill


L. Conlon
R. Cribbin
J. Devins


J. Digan
S. Farrell
T. Feighery


J. Flannery
C. Hanniffy
P. O'Ceallaigh


P. Kennedy
D. Lyons
J. Maloney


J. McClearn
J. McConville
M. McGreal


B. McGuinness
P. McNally
D. Ryan


P. Savage.


Councillor A. Ferguson, Chairman, presided.

OFFICIALS : 
G.Finn, Director


K. Moylan, Assistant Director

APOLOGIES:
M. Leahy
M. Loughnane
H.Lynn


S. O'Neachtain
T.P. Smith

IN ATTENDANCE: Representatives from 10 Government Departments (see attached list)

00.48 CONSIDERATION OF DRAFT PROGRAMME COMPLEMENTS

The Chairman opened the meeting and welcomed the Representatives of the Government Departments and members of the press who were in attendance.

The Director outlined the content of the Programme Complements and the consultation process that was taking place.

There were a number of queries raised in relation to the power of the Assembly to make changes.

The Director clarified the position stating that all recommended changes would be put to the Implementing Departments. The Monitoring Committee will meet in October to approve the Complements and the Assembly would then adopt the approved Complements.

The members of the Assembly on the Monitoring Committee could put forward the recommendations at the Monitoring Committee meeting.

The Programme Complements were then dealt with in turn;

Non-National Roads
Query if rural transport initiatives are included under the Roads sub-measure.


Measures to counter deterioration of previously upgraded roads.


No reference to guidelines to monitor quality and standards of work.


No reference to regional road links and North/South links.

Denis McDonald from the Department of the Environment and Local Government responded to the above queries.

Rural Water
No reference to incentives for larger regional schemes to be established from existing smaller schemes.


Support for water testing/analysis facilities for the public, should be provided.


Individual well drilling grants should be extended to households with a very low quality group scheme supply.


No reference to sewerage schemes in the measure ?


Query if sewerage plants are included in another O.P..


A scheme of grants for sewerage treatment for private households should be introduced.


Recommended that sewerage schemes can be extended to private households and a higher rate of group schemes or a system of soft loans.

Jim Ganley from the Department of the Environment and Local Government responded to the above queries.

Waste Management
Timescale for the completion of the measure should be brought forward.

Urban and Village Renewal Scheme
Recommended greater integration between the Urban and Village Renewal Scheme and the urban and rural tax incentive schemes.

At this point there was a discussion on the issue of representation from Regional Authorities on selection boards.

On the PROPOSAL of P.J. Coghill


SECONDED by Constance Hannify

It was AGREED that Regional Authorities should be represented on selection boards.

E-Commerce
That broadband lines be laid along existing road work lines to minimise disruption.


More time needed to prepare proposal.

Niall O'Donnchu from the Department of Public Enterprise responded to these queries.

The Chairman referred to the crucial importance of the gas pipeline and the extension of the ESB grid for this Region.

Seaports
Cross-border port links should be explored.


A realistic assessment of the potential of each port should be carried out.

Regional Airport
Investment in airports should be brought forward.


Potential for links with airports across the border in Northern Ireland

Sports and Recreational Facilities
Sports measures should be extended to other non-gateway towns.


Target of 5 facilities is too low.


Issues of access for minority sports and the disabled were raised.

Helen Nugent from the Department of Tourism, Sport and Recreation responded to the queries on sports and recreation facilities.

Arts and Culture Facilities
Query if the measure could be extended for Arts supports other than facilities and infrastructure.

Habitat Protection
Only the two facilities mentioned.


Are there extra ones ?

Heritage Conservation
Clarify issue of eligibility of properties outside of state ownership.

Inland Waterways
Clarify selection criteria.

Liam O'Connell from the Department of Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the Islands responded to these queries.

Tourism Attraction
Issue of exclusion of some areas. Preferential grant rates and grant conditions requested for the B.M.W. Region.

Tourism Angling
Recommended representation of the Regional Fisheries Board.

Forestry Development
Impact of forestry on the aquatic environment queried.


Query if potential value added of forestry is being realised.


Recommended that re-instatement of public roads damaged by timber extraction is eligible under the Forest Roads measure.


Recommended greater monitoring of forest plantations.

Deirdre Mason from the Department of the Marine and Natural Resources responded to the comments on Forestry Development.

Aquaculture
Recommended stricter controls for aquaculture farms.

Agriculture and Rural Development
Recommended monitoring of phosphate levels, as well as nitrates.


Recommended that REPS compliant farms be excluded from phosphate bye-laws if they have a nutrient management plan.


Requested greater details of eligibility conditions they have were not already been provided.


Recommended that rural transport pilot initiative be included under the rural development fund.

Eoin McGuill from the Department of Agriculture, Food and Rural Development responded to the above comments.

Childcare
Query if playgrounds are included under the childcare measure.


Query regarding childcare allowance for people returning to training/work.

Sylda Langford from the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform responded to the comments on the Childcare Measures.

Community Development 
No specific reference to services for the elderly, additional resources for the elderly recommended.

John Bohan from the Department of Social, Community and Family Affairs responded to the comments on the Community Development Programme.

Crime Prevention
Issue of the impact of crime on the victims, to be addressed.

Youth Measures
Issue of  access of local voluntary youth groups for the funding was raised.

Maire Ní Flaithbheartaigh from the Department of Education and Science responded to the comments on the Youth Services Measure.

Local Development
Issue of excluded areas in the B.M.W. Region raised. A review of designated areas was recommended.

Mary Jackson from the Department of Tourism, Sport and Recreation responded to the above comments.

On the PROPOSAL of John Flannery


SECONDED by P.J. Coghill

It was AGREED to approve the Programme Complements subject to the recommendations of the Assembly being taken on board.

The Chairman thanked the representatives of the Government Departments for their attendance at the meeting.

00.49 ADOPTION OF MINUTES

On the PROPOSAL of Mr. Damien Ryan


SECONDED by Mr. Tom Feighery,


It was AGREED to adopt the minutes of the meeting of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly held on 27th July, 2000.

00.50 OPENING OF BANK ACCOUNT

On the PROPOSAL of Mr. Gary Carville


SECONDED by Mr. P.J.Coghill

It was AGREED to open a Current Bank account in the Bank of Ireland, Roscommon. Cheque signatories to be Gerry Finn, Director and Kieran Moylan, Assistant Director.

00.51 CONFERENCE

On the PROPOSAL of Mr. Peter Savage


SECONDED by Mr. Joe Digan

It was AGREED to approve the attendance of Mr. Leo Conlon at, the Mid-West Regional Authorities Conference in Killarney, 14th-11th September.

A list of forthcoming conferences was circulated to the members. The following indicated an interest in attending;

Association of Irish Regions,
Peter Savage

Third Annual Conference
Jacqui McConville

Bridge House, Waterford
Jimmy Devins

10th  - 11th November, 2000
Sean Farrell

Clare Tourism Conference
Peter Savage

"Tourism - Delivering the Product"
Jacqui McConville

Fall's Hotel, Ennistymon, Co. Clare
Peter Kennedy

24th - 25th November, 2000
Tom Feighery



Joe Digan



Anthony Ferguson

National Development Plan and
P.J. Coghill

Regionalisation in Ireland
Padraig McNally

1st Regional Assembly Conference
Michael McGreal

Tower Hotel, Waterford
John Flannery

5th - 6th October
James Maloney

La Touche Legacy Seminar
Damien Ryan

B.M.W. versus Morris Minor,

La Touche Hotel, Greystones

29th September - 1st October

Local Authority Members Association
Michael McGreal

Ennis, Co. Clare
Joseph Flanagan

13th - 15th October
Gary Conville

On the PROPOSAL of Mr. Joe Digan 


SECONDED by Mr. Paddy Kelly

It was AGREED that attendance of the members at the above conferences be approved, pending a review of the conference budget available by the Director.

00.52 CORRESPONDENCE

 A response was received from Commissioner Barnier's office (Regional Affairs) stating that he was not yet in a position to set a date for a visit to the B.M.W. Region.

 A letter from the Special EU Programme Body inviting the Director and Chairman of the B.M.W. Assembly to join the Monitoring Committee of the PEACE Operational Programme.

 A request from the West Offaly Task Force to arrange a discussion of the West Offaly Task Force Report at a forthcoming meeting.

 A request from the South-East Regional Authority to table the issue of Compensation for Land/Property Compulsorily Acquired, for discussion at the next meeting.

 A response from Mr. Noel Treacy, T.D., Minister for Science, Technology and Commerce in relation to proposals put forward by the B.M.W. Assembly relating to project selection criteria and incentive levels for the Micro-enterprise Measure, administered to the City and County Enterprise Boards.

 N.U.I  Galway sent a copy of their submission to the N.D.P., to the Assembly for their information.

 Mary Farrell, Peat Division, Department of Public Enterprise responding to a letter from the Assembly sent 11th May regarding the exclusion of the cutaway bogs project from the National Development Plan.

 The Assembly noted circular 11/00 re: Local Government Act, 1991 (Regional Authorities)(Establishment Order) 1999, (Amendment) Order, 2000 which in a technical amendment providing pension arrangements for staff of the Regional Assemblies.

00.53 MEMBERSHIP OF OPERATIONAL COMMITTEE

This item was deferred until the next meeting.

00.54 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be the Annual General Meeting of the Assembly. A provisional date of Friday 17th November was agreed.

There being no further items for discussion, the Chairman closed the meeting.

The foregoing minutes are confirmed and signed

___________________________                 
_________________________

Anthony Ferguson
Gerry Finn

Chairman.
Director.

_______________

Date

<SIGNED 17th November, 2000>

Annex 1

Representatives who attended the B.M.W. Assembly Meeting on September 27th, 2000.

Department of Agriculture, Food and 
Roisin O'Neill

Rural Development
Eoin Mac Guill



Geraldine Mullen



Tom Allen

Department of Education and
Maire Ní Fhlaithbheartaigh

Science

Department of Tourism, Sport and 
Helen Nugent

Recreation
Frank Rochford



Mary Jackson

Department of Social, Community
John Bohan

and  Family Affairs.

Department of Justice, Equality
Sylda Langford

and Law Reform
Martin Hickey

Department of Arts, Heritage,
Liam O'Connell

Gaeltacht and the Islands
Austin Connaughton



Dick Davies

Department of Environment and 
Jim Ganley

Local Government
Ciaran Conroy



Denis McDonald

Department of Enterprise, Trade
Grainne Ní Uid (Enterprise Ireland)

And Employment
David Kerr

Department of Public enterprise
Niall O'Donnchu

Department of the Marine and 
David Glynn

Natural Resources
Ciaran Grace



Peadar Ward



Maurice Mullen

