Minutes of The Meeting 

of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly 

held in 

The Council Chamber, The Courthouse, Roscommon 

on 

Friday 25th May, 2001

Members:
G. Carville

R. Cribbin

J. Digan



S. Farrell

T. Feighery

A. Ferguson



J. Flanagan

J. Flannery

C. Hanniffy



P. Ceallaigh

P. Kennedy

M. Leahy



H. Lynn

J. Maloney

J. McClearn



J. McConville

M. McGreal

B. McGuinness



P. McNally

D. Ryan

P. Savage



T.P. Smith

Absent:
A. Boylan

P. J. Coghill

L. Conlon



J. Devine

M. Coughlan

D. Lyons



S. O’Neachtain

Officials:
G. Finn, Director



K. Moylan, Asst. Director



G. Lavelle, Programme Executive



M. McCauley, Programme Executive

The Chairman, Councillor Jimmy Maloney presided

02.01 Minutes of Meeting of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly held on 2nd February, 2001 and matters arising.

The Minutes of the meeting of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly held on 2nd February, 2001 were ADOPTED

on the PROPOSAL of P. Savage

and SECONDED by R. Cribbin

Arising from the Minutes, Mr. G. Finn, Director stated that the Chief Executive of I.D.A. Ireland had agreed to address the July meeting of the Assembly.

02.02 Minutes of Procedures and Privileges Meeting held on 2nd February, 2001.

The Minutes of the Procedures and Privileges Committee meeting held on 2nd February, 2001 were NOTED

on the PROPOSAL of G. Carville

and SECONDED by P. Savage

02.03 Minutes of Operational Committee Meeting Held on 4th May, 2001.

The minutes of the Operational Committee meeting held on 4th May, 2001 were NOTED
on the PROPOSAL of J. Digan

and SECODNED by G. Carville

02.04 Minutes of Joint Sub-Committee Meetings held on 4th May, 2001

The Minutes of the Joint Sub-Committee Meetings held on 4th May, 2001 were NOTED

on the PROPOSAL of P. Savage

and SECONDED by J. Digan

Arising from the sub-committee minutes, Mr. G. Finn, Director, stated that a general submission would be prepared in relation to the National Spatial Strategy.

02.05
Presentation By Mr. Michael Egan and Mr. Tom McCormack of the National Roads Authority.

The Chairman introduced Mr. Michael Egan and Mr. Tom McCormack of the National Roads Authority and invited them to address the Assembly.

Mr. Egan outlined the objectives, strategies, priorities and levels of investment proposed in the upgrading of national primary and secondary routes in the 2000 – 2006 period.  He also outlined the schedule for commencement and completion of all of the major road projects in the B.M.W. region.

The Chairman thanked Mr. Egan for his presentation and invited members to ask questions.

Member raised a wide range of issues, including:

· Slow progress on the upgrading of the N5

· Charlestown by-pass on the N17

· Lack of emphasis on secondary routes

· Over reliance on P.P.P.’s

· Timescale for Longford by-pass, Edgworthstown by-pass and Ballaghaderreen by-pass on the N5 

· Compensation for landowners.

· Safety issues on the N2 at Slane Bridge

· East-West Dundalk to Sligo link

Mr. Egan and Mr. McCormack responded to the issues raised and clarified a number of points.  They stated that they had invited submission from local authorities in relation to high-risk locations.

The Chairman thanked the speakers for attending the meeting and for responding to the various questions raised.

02.05 Consideration of Work Programme of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly for 2001.

Mr. G. Finn, Director stated that the Operational Committee had recommended the Work Programme for approval. The Work Programme was APPROVED
on the PROPOSAL of J. Digan

and SECONDED by R. Cribbin

02.06 Presentation on The Committee of The Region

The Chairman invited Councillor Constance Hanniffy to address the Assembly.

Ms. Hanniffy outlined the role and structure of the Committee of the Regions, and of the Commissions acting under its remit.  She spoke about the opinions which the Commission consider and adopt, and stated that the Committee of the Regions was the voice of Local and Regional Authorities at E.U. level.  She specifically referred to Commission 5, which deals with health, food and safety, consumer protection and social policy issues.

Ms. Hanniffy suggested areas in which the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly could forge stronger links with the Committee of the Regions, such as discussing draft opinions, identifying regional issues for discussion by the Committee of the Regions, briefing the Irish delegation on regional issues, outlining the Work Programme of the Committee of the Regions to the Assembly, etc.

Mr. G. Finn, Director stated that he would draw up a draft proposal with Connie Hanniffy and Sean O’Neachtain, setting out areas of co-operation between the Assembly and the Committee of the Regions.

02.07
Adoption of Statement of Accounts of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly for the Year Ended 31st December 2000.



The Statement of Accounts for the year ended 31st December, 2000 was ADOPTED

on the PROPOSAL of P. Savage


and SECONDED by G. Carville

02.08
Progress Report on the Implementation of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Operational Programme

Mr. G. Finn, Director gave a brief outline of the contents of the progress report, which had been circulated to members and approved by the Operational Programme Monitoring Committee, at their meeting on April 4th.

02.09

Correspondence
1. Mr. Finn stated that details of Conferences had been circulated to members and that both himself and the Chairman had attended the Cohesion Forum in Brussels earlier in the week. Attendance at these Conferences was APPROVED
on the PROPOSAL of J. Digan

and SECONDED by R. Cribbin.

2. The Border Regional Authority had requested the support of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly in relation to maintaining a Chief Agricultural Officer in County Leitrim.  This was AGREED.

02.10 ANY OTHER BUSINESS

1. Mr. G. Finn, Director referred to the recommendation of the Procedures and Privileges Committee that the annual conference allowance be assigned to a study trip to another Objective 1 Region.
This was AGREED.

2. Mr. G. Finn, Director referred to the recommendation of the Procedures and Privileges Committee that the Chairman and 6 members attend a briefing in Brussels with officials dealing with the Regional Programmes.  This was AGREED.

3. Mr. G. Finn, Director also referred to a proposed visit by Commissioner Barnier to Ireland, possibly late this year and it was agreed that should this take place a joint meeting of both Assemblies would be held.

4. Mr. G. Finn, Director outlined a proposal that was being prepared by the Regional Assembly in co-operation with the Regional Authorities for the Innovative Actions 2000 – 2001 Programme.  A summary of the proposal was circulated at the meeting.  This was AGREED 

on the PROPOSAL of P. Savage

and SECONDED by M. McGreal

5. Members were asked to note the revised schedule of meetings, which had been circulated.

6. Mr. G. Finn referred to the recommendation of the Procedures and Privileges Committee that 3 Assembly members be nominated to a North/South Committee for each Regional Authority area.  This was AGREED.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

The foregoing minutes are approved.

________________________

_____________________

CATHAOIRLEACH


DIRECTOR

_________________

DATE

<SIGNED 27th July, 2001>

