Minutes of Meeting of the

Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly

held on 21st September, 2001 at 2.30p.m.

in The Council Chamber, The Courthouse, Roscommon.

Members Present:
A. Boylan

J. McClearn

J. Flannery




H. Lynn


D. Lyons

M. McGreal




G. Carville

P. Kelly


J. Digan




T. Feighery

P.J. Coghill

S. O’Neachtain




M. Loughnane

P. Savage

T. Ferguson




T.P. Smith

P. Treanor

J. McConville




M. Leahy

D. Ryan


J. Maloney

Apologies:

B. McGuinness

C. Hanniffy

L. Conlon




R. Cribbin

J. Devins

S. Farrell




J. Flanagan

P. Kennedy

In Attendance:

G. Finn, Director




K. Moylan, Asst. Director




Dr. M. Keane, N.U.I. Galway




Mr. Ian Douglas, Spatial Planning Unit

The Cathaoirleach, Cllr. Jimmy Maloney presided.

04.01    

One Minute’s Silence for Victims of the American Disaster

One minute silence was observed for the victims of the recent atrocities in America on the PROPOSAL of Cllr. Michael McGreal

SECONDED by Cllr. Hugh Lynn

Concern was expressed in relation to the position of Irish workers who were in the United States illegally at the time of the terrorists attack.

It was AGREED that a letter be sent to the U.S. Ambassador expressing sympathy to the people of the United States of America.

04.02     

Minutes of the Meeting of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly 

held on 27th July, 2001.

The minutes of the meeting of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly held on 27th July, 2001 were ADOPTED
On the PROPOSAL of Cllr. Joe Digan

SECONDED by Cllr. Tom Feighery

04.03

Matters Arising

1.
Councillor Tony Ferguson proposed a vote of congratulations to Cllr. Pádraig O’Ceallaigh who had recently been elected Cathaoirleach of Donegal County Council.

2.         The Director, Mr. Gerry Finn spoke briefly of the forthcoming conference on 27th    

   
September, 2001 in the Pontoon Bridge Hotel on the implications of I.T. in the 

B.M.W. Region.


04.04
Minutes of Operational Committee meeting held on 7th September, 2001.

The minutes of the meeting of the Operational Committee held on 7th September, 2001 were ADOPTED

on the PROPOSAL of Cllr. P.J. Coghill

SECONDED by Cllr. Tom Feighery

04.05 Minutes of Joint Sub-Committee meetings held on 7th September, 2001.

The minutes of the joint sub-committee meetings held on 7th September, 2001 were NOTED

on the PROPOSAL of Cllr. Gary Carville

SECONDED by Cllr. P. J. Coghill

Some concern was expressed at the poor attendances at the joint sub-committee meetings held and it was agreed that the situation would have to be examined.

04.06

Matters Arising from Sub-Committee Meetings

1.
Agriculture  -  Concern was expressed over the late payment of farm grants.  On the proposal of Cllr. Tony Ferguson, Seconded by Cllr. Hugh Lynn it was agreed to follow up further on the late payment of these grants.

Productive Investment  -  The Director, Mr. Gerry Finn informed the Assembly that Mr. Pat Mulhern, Athlone Institute of Technology had made a presentation on behalf of the recently formed Regional Higher Education Network (RHEN).  

      On the PROPOSAL of Cllr. John Flannery

      SECONDED by Cllr. Tony Ferguson.

    It was AGREED to support the following recommendations:

· The Enterprise Modules as proposed by the Institutes of Technology would be recommended for support from the appropriate Operational Programme and if such support was not available at present that consideration would be given to re-allocating monies at the mid-term review.
· To recommend that additional financial resources should be given to the Regional Higher Education Network to enable it to expand its activities within the region.
· It was unanimously agreed to recommend that the Operational Committee support the concept of a University status on a group basis for the Institutes of Technology within the B.M.W. Region.
04.06 Draft Document “Potential Areas of Co-Operation Between B.M.W. Regional Assembly and the Committee of the Regions”.

On the PROPOSAL of Cllr. Sean O’Neachtain

SECONDED by Cllr. Gary Carville

the Assembly accepted the Draft Document

Cllr. Gary Carville expressed appreciation that administrative back-up would be provided by the Assembly office in Ballaghaderreen.

04.07 Presentation by Mr. Ian Douglas, National Spatial Strategy

The Director, Mr. Gerry Finn welcomed Mr. Ian Douglas from the National Spatial Planning Unit who was making a presentation on ‘Indication for the Way Ahead’ in a public consultation paper on the National Spatial Strategy.

Mr. Douglas presented reasons why the National Spatial Strategy was being devised and what it will contribute to national planning both economically and socially.  He outlined the various concepts which have been defined in the spatial strategy, such as ‘functional areas; ‘critical mass’; ‘potential’; ‘gateways; linkages.  He also described the hierarchy from large urban centres to small rural areas which would be targeted.  Finally he set out the four (4) key questions which are posed in the consultation paper relating to the:

1. Guiding visions and principles

2. Usefulness of concept of functional areas and the need for different response in each area.
3. Spatial planning approach based on energising areas by focusing on a limited number of places.
4. Comprehensiveness of the range of indications for finalising the spatial strategy.
Mr. Maloney thanked Mr. Douglas for his presentation.

04.08 Response to Spatial Strategy Consultation Paper by Dr. Michael Keane, N.U.I., Galway

Dr. Michael Keane, N.U.I. Galway who will be working with the Assembly preparing a submission to the National Spatial Strategy stated that any proposals that will be put forward will be based on an analysis of the wisdom received.  He stated the importance of Local Government within an area and of the services it provided.

Members of the Assembly raised several issues including the continuation of housing and other developments in rural areas, the need for investment in road and public transport infrastructure, overlapping boundaries of functional areas, the need for equality of provision between the regions and targeted investment in the defined functional areas.  There was general agreement that it was employment opportunities which attracted people to live in certain parts of the country and not to others.   There were also calls for the Government’s programme of decentralisation to take account of areas in need of energising as defined in the public consultation paper.

Members proposed that an incentive be put forward in order to encourage the growth of rural areas within the B.M.W. Region.  Bad road infrastructure and poor public transport all played a major role in rural decline.

Concerns were expressed as to how important transportation networks are in encouraging companies to rural areas, and that County Development Plans may be the cause of stopping developments instead of encouraging them.

Other members stated it was necessary to examine why people have moved to Dublin and that decentralisation would need to take place.  Members stated that the country had already been regionalised and that this did not appear to be of any remarkable benefit.  It was felt that tourism would have a major role in further developing rural areas.  It was also felt that further outbreaks of Foot & Mouth disease along with the atrocities in America would have knock-on effects on the tourism industry.

Mr. Douglas responded to many of the comments raised.

04.09 Correspondence

1. Mr. Finn, Director stated that the official nomination of Cllr. Patsy Treanor to the Assembly had been received.  Councillor Treanor was co-opted on to the Assembly on the PROPOSAL  of Cllr. Tom Feighery and 

SECONDED by Cllr. P.J. Coghill.

2. The Director informed the members that the Chain of Office for the Cathaoirleach was expected to be handed over in the immediate future.  The new Assembly building was nearing completion and it was to be expected to be finished by the New Year.

3. The Director also stated that a new website on the B.M.W. Assembly and the Regional O.P. would be launched shortly and that minutes of the meetings and various reports would be available on the website.

4. The Director, also informed the members that the B.M.W. Regional Assembly was subject to the Freedom of Information Act, from October 1st, 2001.

04.010 Speakers for the Next Meeting

The speaker for the next Assembly meeting to be held on Friday, 23rd November, 2001 will be Mr. Sean Dorgan, Chief Executive, I.D.A. Ireland.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

The foregoing minutes are approved.

____________________________


__________________________

CATHAOIRLEACH



DIRECTOR

_____________________

DATE


<SIGNED 23rd November, 2001>
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