MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE

BORDER, MIDLAND AND WESTERN REGIONAL ASSEMBLY

HELD ON 13TH DECEMBER, 2001 AT 4.00P.M.

IN GLEESONS RESTAURANT, ROSCOMMON

MEMBERS:
G. Carville
P. J. Coghill
   L. Conlon


R. Cribbin
J. Digan
S. Farrell


T. Feighery
A. Ferguson
J. Flanagan


J. Flannery
C. Hanniffy
P. Kennedy



H. Lynn
D. Lyons
J. Maloney



J. Mc Clearn
J. Mc Conville
M. Mc Greal


D. Ryan
P. Savage

T. P. Smith

APOLOGIES:
B. Mc Guinness
S. O’Grady
   P. Treanor

OFFICIALS:
G. Finn, Director
K. Moylan, Asst Director


B. Guckian,  Programme Executive


                              G. Lavelle,  Programme Executive

The Cathaoirleach, Cllr. Joe Digan presided.

1.
MINUTES OF THE BMW ASSEMBLY HELD ON THE 23RD NOVEMBER 2001


The minutes of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly held on the 23rd November 2001 were ADOPTED.



On the PROPOSAL of Cllr. Peter Savage



SECONDED by Cllr. Thomas Feighery

2.

MATTERS ARISING

There were no matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting.

3.
TO NOTE MINUTES OF PROCEDURE AND PRIVILEGES COMMITTEE HELD ON 23rd NOVEMBER 2001. 

The minutes of the Procedure and Privileges Committee held on the 23rd November were NOTED.



PROPOSED by Cllr. John Flannery



SECONDED by Cllr. Ray Cribbin
4. 
REPORTS FROM DEPUTATIONS:

(1) Deputation to E.U. Commission 13th- 15th November  
Mr Gerry Finn outlined the rationale behind the trip:

to allow Members to meet the E.U. Officials dealing with

the Operational Programme and allow the Members to raise

issues of concern with the Officials.  The deputation consisted 

of  7 Members of the Assembly and 3 Officials.  E.U. Officials

who met with the delegation were:

Joseph Buckley DG Regio – Irish Desk

John Walsh DG Regio – Cohesion Fund                                                                                                                   

Ciaran Dearle DG Regio – European Spatial Development                                                                                    

Isabel Feria De Almedia DG Agri – Agriculture and Rural

                                                          Development

Tarja Tiainen DG Fish – Fisheries Policy

Thomas Bender / Orlaigh Quinn DG Emploi – Employment &     

                                                                            Social Policy                                                                                                                                                                            

Liam Cashman DG Env – Environmental Policy

Colette Fitzgerald DG Regio – Inovation

Hene Depuye DG Regio – Peace & Reconciliation

Manfred Beschel -  Head of Unit Ireland and U.K.

Other meetings were held with Michael Treacy, IFA; John Bennett, NASC; Robert Collins, Committee of the Region;

and Cathal Lynch, IBEC.

Members expressed concerns in relation to representations

being made by groups directly to the E.U. on matters affecting the BMW Region.  Mr Finn informed the Assembly that individuals have the right to petition the E.U. however there are channels in place which relay details back to the Irish Government and that the Assembly could be informed so they may contribute to any debate.

Cllr. John Flannery asked if the BMW have an affiliation or

formal relationship with any European body.  Mr Finn

stated that no formal affiliation exists as yet but that one

would be established when it was decided which group

to join.

On the PROPOSAL by Cllr. John Flannery

SECONDED by Cllr. Anthony Ferguson
It was AGREED that the BMW Assembly affiliate to a European Grouping.

4.

      (2)  Deputation to meet An Taoiseach 28th November, 2001

                               Mr Finn informed the Assembly that the prepared 


                   submission, based on the Assembly’s submission on the

                               National Spacial Strategy had been well received by the

                               Taoiseach and Officials.  The Taoiseach also informed

                               the delegation that the Assembly would have a quarterly

                               opportunity to meet with the Inter Department Team of

       Officials who support the Cabinet sub committee on

                               infrastructure.  A copy of the submission was circulated



       to the members present.


                               Arising from the submission, members raised the following

                               concerns

· deregulation of  I.T. infrastructure provision

· re-opening of Limerick – Sligo railway line

· linkages to the Corrib gas pipeline

· decision of C.I.E. to opt out of freight transport
 

Members complimented the Assembly staff for preparing a

detailed submission.  It was agreed that the Assembly should

be at the forefront of developments within the Region.

                              Mr Finn informed the Assembly that 90% funding is available

                              to local authorities to assist with the provision on broadband

                              infrastructure and the remaining 10% coming from the Authorities

                              own resources.  The infrastructure should then provide a source

                              of income which would allow recoupment of the 10% outlay

                              over time.

5.                           Progress Report    
                             (1)  NDP/CSF Monitoring Committee

                            Mr Finn commenting on the report stated that a number of

                            issues affected the progress of the NDP: Foot & Mouth, 

                            compensation for land, economic downturn.  However in general,

                            progress is satisfactory.

                           (2) CAP Monitoring Committee

                            Mr Kieran Moylan informed the Assembly that:

· The early farm retirement scheme is currently under review

· Headage in converting to area basis, extra money has been allocated

on a temporary basis

· REPS uptake low due in part to Foot and Mouth

· Afforestation programme on target 

             A discussion took place on proposed restrictions regarding the

                         spreading of slurry and the suitability of lands and time restrictions

                         on same.

6.                      Freedom of Information

                        Mr G. Lavelle informed the Assembly that the Freedom of Information

                        Act had been extended to include the Regional Assemblies from 

                       October 2001.  A reference (Section 16) booklet as required by the

                       Act has been produced and was circulated to the members.

7.                    Work Programme

                 Mr Finn presented the work programme for 2001 highlighting

                 progress made.

8.                   Any Other Business

               Cllr. Peter Savage asked if monitoring the impact on the Assembly’s work

               would require additional staff.  Mr G. Finn stated that the NDP/CSF 

               I.T. system would be in operation in the near future which will give

               breakdown of expenditure by County.  He also informed the Assembly

               that it was proposed to recruit a postgraduate student on work placement

               during the summer who would produce a paper on the impact of the

               programme on the region.   

              It was PROPOSED by Cllr. Peter Savage

              and SECONDED by Cllr. John Flannery

             that the Assembly deduct £5.00 from each of the members expenses

             as a Christmas present for Mona who looks after catering at Assembly

             meetings.

             Cllr. Anthony Ferguson stated that the issue of delays in implementing

             waste management plans should be raised with individual County 

             Councils in the region.

             The Cathaoirleach, Cllr. Joe Digan wished all present a Happy Christmas and 

             a  prosperous 2002.

             Mr Finn on behalf of the BMW staff thanked the members for all

             their co-operation during 2001 and wished them a Happy Christmas.

            That concluded the business of the meeting.

           The foregoing minutes are confirmed and agreed.

           ________________                   _________________           

           Cathaoirleach                              Director

          __________________

          Date

<SIGNED 17th January 2002>

