
Minutes of Meeting of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly held on 

6th February, 2004 in the Chamber of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly, Ballaghaderreen at 2.15 p.m.

	Present:
	Cllr. Andrew Boylan
	Cllr. Gary Carville
	Cllr. Joe Digan

	
	Cllr. Sean Farrell
	Cllr. Thomas Feighery
	Cllr. Anthony Ferguson

	
	Cllr. John Flannery
	Ald. Michael Leahy
	Cllr. Matt Loughnane

	
	Cllr. Donal Lyons
	Cllr. James Maloney
	Cllr. Jimmy McClearn

	
	Cllr. Jacqui McConville
	Cllr. Michael McGreal
	Cllr. Gerry Murray

	
	Cllr. Kathleen Quinn
	Cllr. Damien Ryan
	Cllr. Peter Savage

	
	Cllr. Patsy Treanor
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Apologies
	Cllr. P. J. Coghill
	Cllr. G. Crawford
	Cllr. R. Cribbin

	
	Cllr. P. Barry
	Cllr. J. Flanagan
	Cllr. C. Hanniffy

	
	Cllr. P. Kennedy
	Cllr. H. Lynn
	Cllr. B. McGuinness

	
	Cllr. T. P. Smith
	
	


	Officials:
	Mr. G. Finn, Director
	
	

	
	Mr. M. McCauley, Programme Executive
	

	
	Ms. Louise Kinlen, Policy & Research Officer
	

	
	Mr. G. Lavelle, Programme Executive
	

	
	Ms. G. Lafferty, Asst. Staff Officer
	


In Attendance:
Mr. Martin Cronin, Chief Executive, FORFAS
The Chairman, Cllr. Matt Loughnane, presided.

	1.
	Minutes of the Meeting of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly held on 21st November, 2003


	
	It was PROPOSED by Cllr. Kathleen Quinn
SECONDED by Cllr. Thomas Feighery, and

RESOLVED

“that the Minutes of the Meeting of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly held on 21st November, 2003 be ADOPTED.”



	2.
	Matters Arising

Cavan Equestrian Centre

In response to a query raised by Cllr. A. Boylan, Mr. G. Finn confirmed that applications submitted will be reviewed at the Final Assessment Meeting of the Tourism Product Management Board by end of February 2004.  

Tourism Measure

In response to a query raised by Cllr. Tony Ferguson, Mr. G. Finn informed the meeting that there have been delays in processing applications and that there are more applications than funds available.  Meetings have taken place with the Dept. of Arts, Sport and Tourism and Failte Ireland and a paper will be presented to the Spring Monitoring Committee.  Mr. G. Finn stated that this is a co-financed measure and if money can be spent under this measure, it will.  Otherwise the Monitoring Committee can decide to transfer the allocation to another measure.
Mr. G. Finn informed members that the Sports sub-measure is not co-financed and no money was allocated by Government.  The Cleveragh Park Project in Sligo has been referred to the Sports Capital Programme funded by the National Lottery but this form of funding does not appear to be appropriate.
Discussions will take place with Government regarding funding in 2005.
ESRI Response to Decentralisation
On the PROPOSAL by Cllr. M. McGreal

SECONDED by Cllr. A. Boylan

and RESOLVED

“that the BMW Regional Assembly respond to an article in the Weekend Irish Independent by Mr. Edgar Morgenroth of the ESRI, which gave a negative response to decentralisation, stating that the Assembly supports the decentralisation initiative and the benefits that will accrue to the Region.”


	3.
	Minutes of the North/South Committee meeting held on 21st November, 2003
It was PROPOSED by Cllr. Thomas Feighery
SECONDED by Cllr. Tony Ferguson, and

RESOLVED

“that the Minutes of the Meeting of the North/South Committee meeting held on 21st November, 2003 be ADOPTED.”

On the PROPOSAL by Cllr. J. Digan,

SECONDED by Cllr. J. Flannery

and AGREED

“that the BMW Regional Assembly write to Mr. John Hume, MEP, congratulating him on his outstanding contribution to public life and to invite him to become a member of the BMW Assembly North/South Committee.”



	4.
	Presentation by Mr. Martin Cronin, Chief Executive, FORFAS, on Ireland’s Enterprise Strategy

Cllr. Matt Loughnane, Chairman, welcomed Mr. Cronin to the meeting and asked him to proceed with the presentation.  Mr. Cronin’s presentation covered the following areas:

· What Forfas does

· Major public policy milestones

· 1960s – 1980s: Late Industrialisation 

· 1990s to today:  A Developed Economy
· Where we stand today
· Drivers of Past Success

· Ireland’s strengths
· Spheres of business’ where Ireland is or can become an internationally significant location

· Emerging/Future possibilities

· Keys to Achieving development in all parts of Ireland

Following his presentation, the following issues were raised by the members:

· Irish native industries are facing competition from such countries as the Czech Republic and Poland who can manufacture and ship parts at half the cost of the Irish industries.  
· The establishment of Abbott Laboratories in Longford was a welcome development.
· While a higher proportion of industries are coming to the Region, the target of 50% set by the IDA may be very hard to achieve.

· Road and Rail infrastructure has an effect on high tech employment locating in the Region and Ebay locating in Dublin and not in Athlone was cited as an example.

· What is being done in the Food Industry to make it more viable?  Opportunities are available to process beef in this country rather than exporting “on the hoof”.
· Major investments by companies such as Wyeth require an extremely high level of infrastructure and there are very few sites available to provide this.  Following research into 3-4 areas, Galway was found to be the most suitable as it has the level of electricity, gas and water supply to support an industry such as Wyeth.

· The establishment of MBNA in Carrick-on-Shannon was also welcomed.  
· Motorway status should be given to the main roads out of Dublin to Sligo/ Letterkenny/ Belfast.  
· E-commerce needs to be developed further if the region is to compete with cities like Dublin and Cork in the S& E Region.  
· An injection of funds into airports such as Knock and Sligo is required to support air commuter business.   Derry Airport needs to be supported also. 
· The National Spatial Strategy and the Regional Planning Guidelines should be the drivers of economic development.  
· Waste management infrastructure needs to progress.

· In relation to Broadband/Wireless technology, competition is important as current broadband costs are high and prohibitive.

· One design team for major national primary routes is desirable for the entire project so as avoid conflict between design teams in the various Local Authorities involved.

Mr. Cronin responded as follows:

· Ireland has a cost problem from the time we joined the Monetary Union and allowed costs to rise.  This is an issue for foreign investment as well as for native industry.  Ireland is now in competition with Singapore for medical industries.

· Railways are incidental but roads and air access are critically important.  However, with companies like Ebay, they take the more conservative view when locating in a country for the first time but the possibility that they would locate in Athlone at some point should not be ruled out.
· Food industry needs to invest more in research and development.  Significant value added on branding, packaging to give a decent profit margin.

· Infrastructure ahead of demand is the key to development.  However, there is a limit to the funding available.  It’s a tough call – perhaps a region could pool resources and have Government match funds, for example.  
· Broadband infrastructure is very important.

· There are too many small airports in the Region.  The development of a north/west hub is required.  In the case of Galway, it would be better to have a motorway to Shannon.

· There is no immediate crisis with waste infrastructure at the moment, but it needs to be looked at closely.  
· With regard to the road/rail infrastructure, there are a clear set of priorities laid down by the NDP and the question really relates to implementation which can only be answered by the Minister for Transport.
Mr. Gerry Finn informed members of a Foresight Study, EU funded, that is about to be carried out and is linked to post 2006 funding.  Mr. Cronin agreed that this was a very worthwhile study and would help to prioritise more effectively.

The Chairman thanked Mr. Cronin for his very informative presentation.


	5.
	Report on North/South Committee Meeting held on 6th February, 2004
Mr. Gerry Finn reported that a presentation was given by Mr. Des Fagan of Co-Operation Ireland outlining its roles and functions and areas where the Assembly and Co-Operation Ireland have in common.  Mr. Finn agreed to meet with the CEO, Mr. Tony Kennedy to discuss areas of closer co-operation between the Assembly and Co-Operation Ireland.  


	6.
	Report from the Deputation Meetings with the NRA and Iarnród Eireann
Meeting with the NRA

A briefing paper was circulated to members for information.  Mr. Gerry Finn outlined the main contents of the document.  He said that the progress made was welcomed but felt that the roads projects in the NDP needs to progress faster.  The NRA acknowledged that the region was lagging behind in roads development and acknowledged that there was a deficiency that would be addressed over the Plan period.  When the Plan started, other projects were already in the pipeline and these had to take priority.  Indicated start ups in the region for 2004 are 8 projects.  The NRA asked if the Assembly, in consultation with the Regional Authorities, would present a prioritised list for the Region to be forward to the NRA.
The following points were made by the Assembly members:

· More work needs to be done on national secondary roads.

· The start of 8 projects in the region was welcomed.  
· The Charlestown by-pass and the Ballaghaderreen by-pass should proceed simultaneously and should be included on the priority list of projects to proceed.

· The issue regarding Rathcroghan and the archaeological site there needs to be resolved.

· The meeting with the NRA has proven to be successful and should be scheduled on an annual basis.  
· While the Assembly’s role is to monitor progress and will assist in preparing a priority list, the NRA should not be exonerated from neglecting the region over the past 3 years.
· The Galway outer by-pass should be completed by 2010 as Galway city is suffering chronic traffic congestion.
· The fast tracking of the N6 was welcomed and the N6 must form part of the outer by-pass.
· Work on the N80, which is the main artery to Rosslare, is needed and a suggestion was made that we would link with the S&E Assembly to discuss their section of the road.
· Work on the interregional routes, N50 and N80, is important if the NSS is to work.

· Cllr. Loughnane informed members that the significant proposals will be announced by NRA in April 2004 and that the BMW region will be on target.  Land for five motorways would acquired by CPO by the end 2004 and it has been indicated that there could be 2 tolls between Galway and Dublin
Meeting with Iarnród Eireann

A briefing document was circulated to members for information.  Mr. Gerry Finn outlined the main topics discussed with Iarnród Eireann.  

Cllr. M. Loughnane stated that there was a very poor reception from Iarnród Eireann on the day of the meeting.  The company have no immediate plans for development of rail lines or scheduling  in the Region.  Representatives in Iarnród Eireann stated that work carried out at Heuston Station would be credited to the BMW Region.  Iarnród Eireann do not perceive that there is a demand for a commuter service in Galway despite the information provided regarding gridlock into the City.  Iarnród Eireann did acknowledge that there was chronic underspending on rail, e.g. some coaches are 40 years old, train heating systems are obsolete.  Iarnród Eireann plan to place orders for new rolling stock before end of 2004.  

On the PROPOSAL by Cllr. M. McGreal,

SECONDED by Cllr. Ald. M. Leahy

and AGREED
“that the Assembly would seek clarification from Iarnród Eireann as to how it intends to meet the expenditure forecasts for the BMW Region set out in the NDP in the context of the significant shortfall in expenditure in the BMW Region to date.”


	7.
	Mid-Term Review of the National Development Plan and Community Support Framework 2000-2006 – Allocation of Performance Reserve
It was decided that this item would be deferred to the April meeting.  Document to be circulated to relevant Sub-committees for discussion at their next meeting on 20th February, 2004


	8.
	Regional Foresight – Investment Priorities post 2006
Mr. Finn outlined the purpose of the study and informed members that funding was available under the Innovative Actions Programme.  This process is in line with Commission thinking and will be on the agenda for the April meeting for further discussion.


	9.
	Draft Schedule of Meetings 2004
The Joint BMW and S&E Assembly meeting is confirmed for Thursday 26th February and will be held in the Chamber of the Laois Co. Council, Portlaoise.  The meeting will be addressed by Mr. M. Barnier, Commissioner for Regional Policy.
Members requested that the time of Assembly meetings be included as an item on the April meeting agenda for discussion.



	10.
	Renewal of Overdraft Accommodation
On the PROPOSAL by Ald. M. Leahy,

SECONDED by Cllr. D. Ryan

and unanimously RESOLVED
“that subject to the APPROVAL of the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, overdraft accommodation in the sum of €300,000 be sought by the Regional Assembly from its Treasurer.”


	11.
	Conferences
Mr. G. Finn informed members that 50% of their conference allowance is to go towards their attendances at conferences, i.e. €500 and 50% towards a Study Trip, €500, as agreed at the Estimates meeting.  Members must inform the Assembly which conference they wish to attend.


	12.
	Work Programme for the Irish Regions Officer, Brussels
Mr. G. Finn informed members of the new Irish Office set up in Brussels which will service the needs of Local and Regional Authorities.  A newsletter will be circulated to members.



	13.
	Correspondence

Mr. G. Finn outlined the various replies that were received to previous correspondence:

· Office of the Minister for Agriculture and Food:  Full Decoupling of Suckler Cow Numbers

· Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism:  Proposals for Cleveragh Regional Park, Sligo

· Office of the Minister for Justice, Equality & Law Reform:  Loughan House, Cavan

It was agreed that these would be issued to all members for their information.



	14.
	Any Other Business

On the PROPOSAL by Cllr. M. McGreal,

SECONDED by Cllr. J. Flannery

and AGREED
“that Cllr. Jimmy McClearn be congratulated for being nominated as a substitute MEP in the forthcoming European elections for Fine Gael.


There being no further business the meeting concluded.

The foregoing minutes are confirmed.


Signed: _____________________________
Signed: __________________________

Date: _______________________________































