MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BORDER, MIDLAND AND WESTERN REGIONAL ASSEMBLY HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS THE COURTHOUSE, ROSCOMMON ON 

FRIDAY 2ND FEBRUARY, 2001.

MEMBERS:

A. Boylan 

P.J Coghill

L. Conlon

J. Devins

J. Digan 

S. Farrell 

T. Feighery 

T. Ferguson

J. Flanagan 

J. Flannery

C. Hanniffy

P. Kelly 

P. Kennedy

M. Leahy 

M. Loughnane 

H. Lynn 

D. Lyons 

J. Maloney 

J. McClearn 

M. McGreal 

B. McGuinness

P. McNally 

S. O’Neachtain 

D. Ryan 

P. Savage

T.P. Smith


OFFICIALS:
G. Finn, Director


K. Moylan, Assistant Director


G. Lavelle, Programme Executive

APOLOGY:
G. Carville
R. Cribbin
J. McConville

OBSERVER: 
S. O'Grady, N.U.I., Galway.


The Leas-Cathaoirleach, Councillor Damien Ryan presided.

01.01 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE B.M.W. ASSEMBLY HELD ON 17TH NOVEMBER, 2001.

The minutes of the meeting of the B.M.W. Assembly held on the 17th November, 2000 were ADOPTED on the PROPOSAL of M. McGreal,


           
SECONDED by S. O'Neachtain.

01.02 MINUTES OF PROCEDURES AND PRIVILEGES MEETING HELD ON 17TH NOVEMBER, 2000

The minutes of the Procedures and Privileges Committee meeting held on 17th November, 2000 were NOTED on the PROPOSAL of J. Digan,


                           

  SECONDED by T. Feighery.

01.03 MINUTES OF OPERATIONAL COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON NOVEMBER 17TH, 2000.

The minutes of the Operational Committee meeting held on November 17th, 2000 were NOTED on the PROPOSAL of T. Feighery,


        
 SECONDED by J. Digan.

01.04 PRESENTATION BY MR. DOMINICK MCBRIDE DEPARTMENT OF ENTERPRISE, TRADE AND EMPLOYMENT ON  THE PRODUCTIVE INVESTMENT OPERATIONAL PROGRAMME

Mr. Dominick McBride gave an overview of the Productive Investment Operational Programme, including the context, objectives, strategy, measures and financial allocation.

Following the presentation, the Leas-Cathaoirleach asked for any questions or comments from the members.

Members raised various queries in relation to location of inward investment, aid rates, advance factories and issues relating to power supply. Several members expressed concern relating to the infrastructure deficit in the region.

Mr. McBride responded to the various queries raised.


On the PROPOSAL of M. Loughnane,


            SECONDED by J. McClearn,


it was AGREED that the Chief Executive of the I.D.A. be invited to a forthcoming  meeting of  the Assembly.


On the PROPOSAL of M. Loughnane,



 SECONDED by J. Flannery, 


it was AGREED that the Chief Executive of Iarnrod Eireann be invited to a forthcoming meeting of the Assembly.


On the PROPOSAL of A. Boylan,



 SECONDED by J. Flannery, 


it was AGREED that the Minister for Agriculture should be requested to increase the rate compensation for the removal of cull cows from the national herd.

01.05 PRESENTATION BY MR. PAT MOYNAN, DEPARTMENT OF ENTERPRISE , TRADE AND EMPLOYMENT ON THE EMPLOYMENT AND HUMAN RESOURCES OPERATIONAL PROGRAMME.

Mr. Pat Moynan gave an overview of the Employment and Human Resources Operational Programme, including context, strategies, priorities, financial allocations and linkages.

Members raised various queries in relation to unemployment , redundancies, trainee allowances, skills shortages and quality of training provided.

Mr. Moynan responded to the queries raised.

The Leas-Cathaoirleach thanked Mr. Moynane for his presentation.

01.06 ESTABLISHMENT OF SUB-COMMITTEES


Mr. Gerry Finn, Director, outlined the policy role and remit of the sub- committee.


On the PROPOSAL of M. Loughnane,



 SECONDED by J. Flannery,


it was AGREED to establish the five joint sub-committees as outlined in the terms of reference. 


   On the PROPOSAL of S. O'Neachtain,



  SECONDED by C. Hannify,

it was AGREED to select four members from each Regional Authority area to form a North-South Committee of the Assembly.

01.07 COMMITTEE OF THE REGIONS PRESENTATION

On the PROPOSAL of S. O'Neachtain,


 SECONDED by C. Hanniffy,

it was AGREED to defer this item until the Committee of the Regions has issued its Programme of Work for 2001.

01.08 CONSIDERATION OF STANDING ORDERS

On the PROPOSAL of J. Digan,


 SECONDED by M. Loughnane,

it was AGREED to ADOPT the Standing Orders for the B.M.W. Regional Assembly.

01.09 SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS, 2001

As the proposed dates for some of the Assembly meetings coincided with other meetings it was AGREED on the PROPOSAL of J. Digan,



                                SECONDED by S. O'Neachtain,

that a revised schedule be drafted and circulated.

01.010 CORRESPONDENCE

The Director brought the following items of correspondence to the attention of the members.

N.U.I.G.
 re: Membership of Governing Body

Dept. of Environment 
 re: Membership of Operational Committee
and Local Government 

N.R.A. 
 re: Speaker at forthcoming meeting

Dept. of Environment 
 re: Deputation regarding national routes in the B.M.W.
and Local Government 
Region

Forfás 
re: Regional statistical data

Dept. of the Environment 
re: Leas-Cathaoirleach allowance.
and Local Government 

On the PROPOSAL of J. Digan


 SECONDED by P. Savage,

it was AGREED that the Chairman and one representative from each Regional Authority area form a deputation to the Minister of the Environment and Local Government in relation to the regions infrastructure deficit, as follows :

B. McGuinness (Border), 

H. Lynn (West), 

P.J. Coghill (Midland).

01.011 CONFERENCES

On the PROPOSAL of T. Feighery,


 SECONDED by S. O'Neachtain.

Members were APPROVED to attend the following conferences;

Feb. 23rd - 25th  Colmcille Winter School - Churchill, Donegal

J. Digan

T. Feighery

S. O'Neachtain

J. Maloney

D. Lyons

15th - 16th June Mid-West Regional Authority : Sustaining Rural Populations, Adare, Co. Limerick.

S. O' Neachtain

J. Maloney

22nd - 23rd March Irish Planning Institute National Planning Conference, Kilkenny

M. McGreal

J. Flannery

B. McGuinness

J. Maloney

The leas-Cathaoirleach requested that a list of forthcoming conferences be circulated in advance of meeting in future.

01.012 ANY OTHER BUSINESS

On the PROPOSAL of T. Ferguson,


 SECONDED by M. McGreal,

it was AGREED that good wishes should be extended to Enda Kenny in his campaign for the leadership of the Fine Gael party.

On the PROPOSAL of M. McGreal,


 SECONDED by B. MC Guinness,

it was AGREED to extend good wishes and appreciation to Mr. John Bruton, former leader of Fine Gael.

On the PROPOSAL of D. Ryan,


 SECONDED by M. Loughnane

it was AGREED to extend sympathy to Mary O'Rourke, T.D. and Minister, and her family following the death of her husband, Enda.

On the PROPOSAL of M. McGreal,


 SECONDED by C. Hannify,

it was AGREED that the Minister for the Environment and Local Government should be requested to review Section 26 of the Local Government (Planning and Development) Act, 1963 as amended by Section 45 of the Local Government Act, 1991 requesting a three-quarters majority in the case of a material contravention of a County Development Plan.

There being no further items for discussion, the Leas-Cathaoirleach closed the meeting.

The following minutes are confirmed and signed

_____________________



__________________________

Cathaoirleach




             Director

______________________

Date

<SIGNED 25th May, 2001>

