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Introduction

Overall cumulative expenditure under the BMW Regional Operational Programme was €647.521m by the end of June 2002, which is 42% of the Operational Programme forecast.

	BMW €m
	Total NDP
	Total CSF
	EU Funds
	National Public
	Private

	Exp 2000
	238.420
	66.188
	39.144
	178.743
	20.624

	% of OP Forecast
	57%
	43%
	59%
	68%
	22%

	Exp2001
	294.293
	94.275
	56.418
	214.775
	22.991

	% of OP Forecast
	55%
	57%
	87%
	62%
	19%

	Exp 2002
	114.808
	34.900
	21.753
	85.208
	7.603

	% of OP Forecast
	18%
	19%
	19%
	20%
	5%

	Total Cumulative Expenditure
	647.521
	195.362
	117.315
	478.726
	51.218


Implementation commenced on all scheduled Measure on the Operational Programme, with the exception of non-cofinanced Sports and Recreational Facilities Sub-measure, which is still awaiting publication of the National Spatial Strategy.  Generally, the improved progress in 2001 has been sustained in the first half of 2002, though there are still problem areas where implementation was slow to start (e.g. Waste management, Tourism, Regional Innovation Strategies).

.

Local Infrastructure Priority

	BMW €m
	Total NDP
	Total CSF
	EU Funds
	National Public
	Private

	Exp 2000
	183.891
	40.851
	30.218
	149.723
	3.961

	% of OP Forecast
	74%
	55%
	81%
	82%
	14%

	Exp2001
	211.253
	52.183
	35.817
	169.120
	6.320

	% of OP Forecast
	67%
	74%
	130%
	70%
	14%

	Exp 2002
	77.828
	16.948
	16.948
	16.663
	12.306

	% of OP Forecast
	19%
	18%
	48%
	6%
	14%

	Total Cumulative Expenditure
	472.971
	109.981
	82.982
	335.505
	22.587


Expenditure and outputs under the Non-National Roads measure continue to be good. The Department of the Environment and Local Government is satisfied that output targets for the Rural Water Measure will be achieved in 2002, however the strict eligibility criteria (more than 50% of consumption must be non domestic) is reducing the amount of eligible expenditure and associated recoupment figures under the rural water measure. The Minister for the Environment and Local Government is expected to announce the first round of allocations under the Waste Management measure in the coming days; under the measure more than 260 applications for assistance in respect of projects with a total value of in excess of €400 million have been received. Under the Urban and village renewal measure progress so far has been slower than anticipated but it is expected that expenditure will pick up in the latter half of the year and in particular in the final quarter of 2002. No progress report was received from the Department of Communications, the Marine and Natural Resources relating to the E- Commerce Measure. The Department of Transport is monitoring progress of the Regional Airports measure and latest expenditure projections from the regional airports indicate that, despite a slow start, the full allocations will be spent over the next 18 months or so. The Minister for Communications, Marine and Natural Resources is currently considering the recommendations of the Independent evaluator in the context of funding available under the Seaports measure and a decision regarding the allocation of the balance of funding under this measure is expected in the near future. The commencement of the Recreation and Sports facilities sub-measure is dependent on the National Spatial Strategy. To date work has commenced on a total of 8 projects in the BMW region under the Heritage Conservation sub-measure, two of these projects have been completed and it is envisaged that further significant progress will be made on all of these in 2002. Expenditure under the Inland Waterways sub-measure was slow at the start of the year as a number of projects were delayed in the planning process
Local Enterprise Development Priority

	BMW €m
	Total NDP
	Total CSF
	Eu Funds
	National Public
	Private

	Exp 2000
	35.623
	24.827
	8.544
	10.544
	16.615

	% of OP Forecast
	59%
	84%
	69%
	38%
	83%

	Exp2001
	42.244
	34.929
	15.341
	11.231
	15.671

	% of OP Forecast
	53%
	86%
	96%
	32%
	54%

	Exp 2002
	12.4621
	11.556
	6.180
	2.771
	3.511

	% of OP Forecast
	14%
	27%
	27%
	6%
	11%

	Total Cumulative Expenditure
	90.329
	71.312
	30.065
	24.546
	35.797


Bord Fáilte’s Tourism Product Development Scheme (through which the funding in Tourism sub measures 1 to 3 will be allocated) was launched at end-January 2002 and applications for grants are still being examined and scored. The launch of the tourism and angling measure was delayed pending clearance from the EU Commission on the issue of state aids, final clearance from EU Commission was received on 6th March 2002 and there has been no expenditure to date. The Marine Tourism Sub-Measure was formally launched on 4 February, 2002; there has been no expenditure under the sub-measure to date. Significant levels of job creation and training participation have been reported for each of the County/City Enterprise Boards in the B.M.W. Region. No expenditure under the Regional Innovation Strategies measure is projected until Institutes begin construction of Centres in early 2003 however five projects with a total value of €10.43 have been approved to date. During the first 6 months of 2002 under the Forestry sub-measures, some 295 hectares of degraded mature woodland was improved, various initiatives were taken to promote the Forest Sector, and 3.1km of forest road was constructed. Based on estimated expenditure, it is anticipated that 99.05% of forecast expenditure for the Fishery Harbour Infrastructure Improvement Programme Sub-Measure will be achieved by the end of 2002. A total expenditure of €3m has incurred under the Aquaculture Development Measure since 2000 of which €2.81m was spent during the period January 2002 to end June 2002.
Agriculture and Rural Development Priority

	BMW €m
	Total NDP
	Total CSF
	EU Funds
	National Public
	Private

	Exp 2000
	5.468
	0.000
	0.000
	5.468
	0.000

	% of OP Forecast
	6%
	0%
	0%
	19%
	0%

	Exp2001
	9.155
	1.155
	0.754
	7.488
	0.913

	% of OP Forecast
	10%
	3%
	6%
	25%
	2%

	Exp 2002
	10.006
	3.940
	1.427
	5.085
	3.493

	% of OP Forecast
	11%
	11%
	11%
	15%
	8%

	Total Cumulative Expenditure
	24.629
	5.095
	2.181
	18.041
	4.406


Under the Farm Waste Management sub-measure: 731 applications were received in respect of the BMW region between 1st Jan and 30th June 2002 and there were 628 approvals. Hygiene Standards sub-measure: Applications have picked up in recent months.  There were 113 applications for the period 1st Jan to 30th June 2002 in respect of the BMW region and there were 156 approvals in the same period. Installation Aid for Young Farmers sub-measure: The total number of applications for the period 1st Jan to 30th June 2002 is 119 and the number of applicants paid is 27. The definitive position regarding the Improvement of Animal Welfare standards sub-measure: has yet to be finalised. Animal Carcase Disposal Scheme:  This scheme was announced in December 2001, 9 applications have been received in the period 1st Jan to 30th June 2002. Development of Grain Storage Facilities Improvement of Animal Welfare standards sub-measure:  23 applications were received from the BMW region. 7 applications were approved for grant aid in the six month period to end of June 2002. Horticulture Sector:  89 applications were approved and 7 were completed up to 31st December 2001.  A further 17 have been grant aided in the period 1st Jan to 30th June 2002.  It is likely that spending will be in line with the budget target of €1.1m for 2002. Potato Sector: There were 14 projects approved.  The total number of projects completed since the beginning of the scheme in 2001 is 10, with 5 of these completed in the period January to June 2002.  It is anticipated that all of the funding allocated to this scheme for 2002 will be spent - €0.264m. Organic Sector: this scheme was re-advertised in May 2002 seeking new applications.  There were 2 approvals and 2 payments in the period 1st Jan to 30th June 2002. Equine Quality: In relation to Equine Quality the schemes main outturn from 1st Jan to 30th June 2002 was purchase of 2 quality stallions and 60 quality mares selected under mare competitions.  3 payments were made and 4 applications were received. Housing/Handling for Alternative Enterprise: 33 applications were received between 1st Jan and 30th June 2002 of which 12 have been approved.  This compares to 48 applications for all of 2001. 

Social Inclusion and Childcare Priority

	BMW €m
	Total NDP
	Total CSF
	EU Funds
	National Public
	Private

	Exp 2000
	13.439
	0.510
	0.382
	13.008
	0.048

	% of OP Forecast
	49%
	14%
	14%
	54%
	5%

	Exp2001
	31.641
	6.008
	4.506
	26.936
	0.087

	% of OP Forecast
	64%
	56%
	56%
	72%
	2%

	Exp 2002
	14.512
	2.456
	1.840
	12.345
	0.313

	% of OP Forecast
	26%
	27%
	27%
	27%
	10%

	Total Cumulative Expenditure
	59.592
	8.974
	6.728
	52.290
	0.449


Under the Childcare measures In the BMW Region, 454 projects have been approved funding of € 38.694 million to  support some 5,895 existing childcare places and create an additional 5,455 new childcare places. In addition, some €18.0 million of grant support has been made available under initiatives aimed at Quality Improvement for childcare throughout Ireland. Expenditure to date has under the Equality measure has been less than anticipated due to the fact that all activity under the Measure is new. There is ongoing work taking place under the Community Development Programme on existing and new target areas. The level of participation in the Prisons Service Training and Development Programme was broadly in line with what was planned. Expenditure for the first six months of 2002 under the Probation and Welfare sub-measure was €99,387 against a full year forecast of €1.641 million. Athlone Community Services Council is the only beneficiary under the Youth Service Grant Scheme in the BMW region. Two projects in the region have received approval for funding in 2002 totalling €43,012 under the Grant Scheme for Special Projects to assist Disadvantaged Youth sub-measure. The first six months of 2002 has seen considerable progress in terms of the implementation by the Partnerships, Community Groups and Employment Pacts of their strategic plans under the Local Development measure.
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