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Summary of Progress

Overall cumulative CSF expenditure under the BMW Regional Operational Programme was €1,055.720m by the end of June 2007, which represents 131 % of the Revised OP Forecast taking account of changes made to the financial tables, post mid-term review.  

Expenditure to date by priority for the period ending June 2007 is as follows:

	Total Programme
	Total CSF
	EU Funds
	National Public

	Expenditure 2000-2006
	€958.023
	€586.319
	€314.326

	Expenditure Jan-June 2007
	€97.697
	€57.121
	€36.866

	Total expenditure to 30.06.07
	€1,055.720
	€643.440
	€351.192

	Total expenditure % of revised forecast 2000-2006
	131.58%
	152.71%
	162.91%


These figures do not include 6 month expenditure (Jan – June 2007 for Rural Water and E Commerce Measures)
Total CSF expenditure % of revised forecast 2000-2006
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1. Results of the Implementation and Review of Progress under the OP
Local Infrastructure Priority

All Measures under this Priority are in an advanced stage of implementation with the exception of the Recreation & Sports Facilities sub-measure.  Overall CSF expenditure to end June 2007 is reported as being €528.365m; 202% of the Revised OP forecast however despite the high CSF figure there are a number of underperforming measures within this priority.
	Local Infrastructure Priority
	Total CSF
	EU Funds
	National Public

	Expenditure 2000-2006
	€493.826
	€346.008
	€147.817

	Expenditure Jan-June 2007
	€34.539
	€25.904
	€8.632

	Total expenditure to 30.06.07
	€528.365
	€371.912
	€156.449

	Total expenditure % of revised forecast 2000-2006
	202.52%
	215.68%
	176.87%
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Total CSF expenditure % of revised forecast 2000-2006
Under the Non National Roads measure, the co funded expenditure profiled in the NDP for the BMW Region and the performance indicator targets have already been exceeded. 

Under the Rural Water Measure, projects affected through the ERDF co-financed works for the period in question have meant improvements in water quality and service quality for approximately 249,384 persons in the Border, Midland and Western Region of which 47,740 were connected to Small Public Water Schemes, the remaining 201,644 benefited through new and upgraded group water scheme supplies.
Due to delays encountered in the establishment of the Waste Management Capital Grants Scheme, no expenditure took place in 2000 and 2001. In general, expenditure was slow to take off in the BMW Region compared to the levels that were originally anticipated. 

Approval to a further and final 93 Urban and Village Renewal projects were issued during 2006 and these projects are all due for completion during 2007.The process of Project Approval in the Programme has now been completed. 

Under the E Commerce and Communications Measure eligible expenditure of approximately €7.2 million was incurred to the end of June 2007.  Expenditure on the MANs has accelerated during 2007 as projects reach the construction stage.  It had previously been anticipated that the target of €92.1m would be reached by quarter three of 2007. However due to delays in the commencement of the construction of some regions the target will not be reached in 2007. A shortfall in expenditure of approximately €6m is expected at the end of 2007.

Local Enterprise Priority

Overall, expenditure on the Local Enterprise Priority has progressed reasonably well.  However, the shortfall on spending targets is due to the lack of progress in certain measures. As of end June 2007 total CSF expenditure accounted for circa 96% of revised OP Forecast to end of 2006. 
	Local Enterprise Priority Total
	Total CSF
	EU Funds
	National Public

	Expenditure 2000-2006
	€224.208
	€111.079
	€120.073

	Expenditure Jan-June 2007
	€11.913
	€6.670
	€4.890

	Total expenditure to 30.06.07
	€236.121
	€117.749
	€124.963

	Total expenditure % of revised forecast 2000-2006
	96.23%
	105.46%
	153.67%
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Total CSF expenditure % of revised forecast 2000-2006
Under the two co-financed Tourism sub-measures (Major Attractors and Special Interest Projects) during 2007 construction work has continued apace on the various projects.  Grant drawdowns are broadly on track in 2007 with in excess of €3.1m being processed and certified in the first 6 months of the year. It is anticipated that close to a further €8.3m will be processed before year end.

The Micro-enterprise Measure has already exceeded spend and indicator targets. 

Under the Regional Innovation Strategies Measure five Centres are completed and operating (Athlone, Dundalk, Castlebar Sligo and Galway), the Letterkenny project is delayed.
The Woodland Improvement sub measure has reported CSF spend as 91% of 2000 – 2006 forecast. 
The Harvesting sub-measure has been closed.
Under the co financed Fishery Harbours sub-measure total expenditure to date of €98.272m has been reported which is 147% of OP forecast to end of 2006.  Under the non-co financed Gaeltacht/ Islands Harbours Development sub-measure performance indicator outputs are in line with targets.
Up to 30 June 2007, there have been 6 rounds of project approvals under the Aquaculture Measure. Four additional projects have been approved in the period to 30th June 2007 to ensure that FIFG monies are fully drawn down. One of these projects has already been decommitted.

Agriculture & Rural Development Priority

Progress on the Agriculture and Rural Development Priority has improved significantly after a very slow start as a result of delays in State Aids approval and the effects of FMD. This was further exacerbated by the CAP reform programme, uncertainty caused by the introduction of the single farm payment and the introduction of the nitrates directive. As of the end of June 2007 CSF expenditure under the Priority only represents 87% of OP forecast to end of 2006.
	Agriculture and Rural Development Priority Total
	Total CSF
	EU Funds
	National Public

	Expenditure 2000-2006
	€147.681
	€59.999
	€23.361

	Expenditure Jan-June 2007
	€32.930
	€10.810
	€9.130

	Total expenditure to 30.06.07
	€180.611
	€70.809
	€32.491

	Total expenditure % of revised forecast 2000-2006
	87.15%
	100.26%
	138.01%
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Total CSF expenditure % of revised forecast 2000-2006
From 1st Jan 2007 to 30th June 2007 the co-financed expenditure for Farm Waste Management, Dairy Hygiene Standards and the Installation Aid Scheme was €31.33m, these three sub-measures have a combined spend of 90% forecasted CSF 2000 - 2006.

Expenditure under the Area Based Rural Development Initiative sub-measure is €29.456m (€18.727m EAGGF).  This represents full expenditure on the co-funded element of the sub-measure.

Social Inclusion and Childcare Priority

All measures under this Priority are in the course of implementation. Overall expenditure at the end of December 2006 is reported as being €321,075; 81% of the revised OP forecast to the end of 2006. CSF expenditure to date is reported as €92,308m; 104 % of the Revised OP Forecast to the end of 2006.

	Social Inclusion Priority Total
	Total CSF
	EU Funds
	National Public

	Expenditure 2000-2006
	€92.308
	€69.233
	€23.075

	Expenditure Jan-June 2007
	€18.315
	€13.737
	€14.214

	Total expenditure to 30.06.07
	€110.623
	€82.970
	€37.289

	Total expenditure % of revised forecast 2000-2006
	124.45%
	124.53%
	167.52%



Total CSF expenditure % of revised forecast 2000-2006
To end June 2007, significant progress has been achieved in reaching the targets, in some cases exceeding these targets, set for the Childcare Measures.  The rate of expenditure has continued to improve as the larger capital projects begin their construction phase.  The Programme has already led to the creation of an additional 13,213 childcare places in the BMW region exceeding the forecast of 13,021 by 192 places. In addition 8,807 existing childcare places are benefiting from support, be it for enhancement or for staffing, under the Programme. In relation to the Childcare Facilities Measures, 240 new facilities have already been established in the region and 484 facilities were upgraded.  Staffing grants are directly funding 1,160 staffing positions for childcare workers in facilities throughout the BMW region.

2. Achievement of Targets 

OP Level Priority Indicators

	Priority
	Indicator
	Measurement
	Baseline
	Final Target
	Out-turn to end June
2007

	Local Infrastructure
	Access
	Kilometres of non national roads improved /maintained
	0
	24,518 km
	27,319 km

	
	
	Number of subscribers to broadband
	1,000
	202,000
	279,200

	Local Enterprise
	Employment
	No. of new jobs created in Tourism
	0
	No target
	 N/A

	
	
	No. of jobs (FT/PT) in supported business
	0
	17,800
	18,584


	Agriculture and Rural Development
	Environment
	Water quality related to Agriculture
	0
	No target
	

	
	Employment
	No. of new jobs created under rural Development Measures
	0
	500 (f/t)
	481 F/T

 544 P/T

 625 Seas

	Social Inclusion and Childcare
	Social Inclusion
	Increase in number of childcare places
	0
	10,000
	 13,213


3. Financial Maters
N+ 2

The N+2 requirement in respect of ERDF, ESF and FIFG and EAGGF was met in respect of 2006 and it is expected that the 2007 requirement will also be met.
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